
 

MODA Mall pays tribute to the late renowned Bahraini artist, Rashid Al-Oraifi 
Hosts a memorial exhibit to showcase his works; sale proceeds to be donated to charity 

 
Manama, Bahrain, September 2017: An exhibit showcasing the accomplished work of the late 

renowned Bahraini artist, Rashid Al-Oraifi will be hosted by MODA Mall, in remembrance of the celebrated 

artist. Known for his Dilmun culture and history-inspired contemporary art, the tribute exhibition features 

the artist’s exclusive collection of artworks, reflecting his avid interest in the archaeology and the ancient 

civilization.  

A special reception was held at the fashion court of MODA Mall, which witnessed family, friends and art 

enthusiasts coming together to celebrate the distinguished works of Rashid Al-Oraifi, who sadly passed 

away earlier this year after battling a long illness. In attendance to pay tribute to the late artist was His 

Excellency Mohammed bin Ebrahim Al Mutawa - Minister of Cabinet Affairs, Ahmad Al-Oraifi – artist’s 

brother, well-known artist Kareem AlOrayed and prominent writer and journalist, Ebrahim Bashmi, both 

close acquaintances of late Rashid Al-Oraifi.  

 

Open for public viewing until 27th September, the legendary artist’s remarkable array of over 35 works of 

art exhibited at MODA Mall is available for sale with proceeds donated to various charities such as the 

Disabled Society and Bahrain Association for Intellectual Disabilities and Autistics through investment 

certificates in his remembrance. MODA Mall will be extending its support to raise funds for the local 

charities by purchasing one of the celebrated pieces of the late artist.  

 

As the first Bahraini artist to have his own commercial art gallery in the Kingdom at the Sheraton complex, 

now MODA Mall, late Rashid Al-Oraifi’s contribution to the world of art through his paintings, writings and 

lectures spanned over four decades.  

 

Hosting the memorial exhibition, Kelvin Crutchlow, Director and General Manager of Cushman & Wakefield 

Bahrain, the managing Agent of Bahrain World Trade Center and MODA Mall said, “We are truly honoured 

to celebrate the loving memory and talented artwork of the illustrious artist, Rashid Al-Oraifi, whose 

poignant works were a true reflection of Bahrain’s cultural heritage. His paintings and sculptures 

representing the Dilmun era – has brought to life one of the oldest civilizations - and served as a powerful 

tool to jointly promote local art, culture and tourism in Bahrain.”  

 

The family of the celebrated late artist thanked MODA Mall for hosting and sponsoring this event and said 

he is remembered every day. "His art gallery which showcased some of the artist’s greatest works over 

four decades at MODA Mall, had become an integral part of his life. His interactions with other shop 

owners and customers at the gallery, his mall-walking routine as part of his daily exercise, spending time 

with his friends at the café to discuss latest developments – all this is immensely missed about Rashid,” 

said his brother Ahmad Al-Oraifi. "But, most importantly, we all miss Rashid the artist, who was not only 

our son but a son of Bahrain.” 



 

“From Muharraq, where he first lived to Shakoura, which was his last residence, people remember him 

through his paintings and his exclusive Dilmun work on display at his Museum. His unique artistic style 

evolved into a well-organized artistic school, which he coined the 'Dilmun School of Art'. His painting style 

developed over the years, without consciously losing sight of his principle theme and drive, his harmony 

with Bahrain and the elements of the local culture, tradition and historical heritage that imbue his work. 

Rashid created a wealth of culture through his paintings, books and writings, leaving behind a legacy for 

us all to cherish and be proud of,” added Ahmad Al-Oraifi.  

 

Having served as the President for the Bahrain Society for Contemporary Arts, the award-winning artist 

Rashid Al-Oraifi received several accolades and recognitions including Medal of Arab Historians, State 

Award and Encouragement Awards in 1989, Pioneer of the GCC countries in 1994, and most recently was 

recipient of the Order of the efficiency of the First Degree of His Majesty King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa in 

2007. He also established a special museum in Muharraq dedicated to the art and artefacts of the Dilmun 

era, which has over 100 works of art and sculptures symbolizing the era.  

 

Moreover, the illustrious artist had also authored several books on art and heritage and architecture in 

Bahrain as well as the Dilmun civilization.   

 

The Rashid Al-Oraifi tribute exhibition is open daily from 10 am – 10 pm until September 27th, in the 

fashion court of MODA Mall. For more information, please follow modamallbahrain on Facebook and 

moda_mall on Instagram & Twitter.  
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